
HEEFT U EEN VISUM NODIG VOOR CHINA? 

Lees hieronder de mogelijkheden voor transit 24 uur, 72 uur en 144 uur met hun voorwaarde. 

Twijfelt u of men in aanmerking komt, dan kunt u mailen met haguecenter@visaforchina.org , dit 
is de rechterhand van het Consulaat/Ambassade. 

Wij geven geen verdere info en garantie op visumvrij reizen. 

 

In het kort:   

u mag 24 uur meerdere stops maken in China als u naar een derde land vertrekt.  

U mag 72 uur blijven als u 1 stop maakt en naar een derde land vliegt.  

U mag 144 uur blijven als u 1 stop maakt en naar een derde land vertrekt.  

 

 

 



 

Hier de gehele uitleg 

 

China 24-Hour Visa-Free Transit 
24-hour visa-free transit in China, also called the 24-hour transit without visa (24-
hour TWOV for short), regulates that visa is not required for air, train, and ship 
passengers transiting in mainland China for a stay of no more than 24 hours before 
heading for a third country or region. 
  

Who are eligible for the 24-hour TWOV of China? 
National of most countries are eligible for the 24-hour visa-free transit, while there 
are exceptions in certain airports for some nationalities. 
 
1. Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Oman, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Yemen 
passport holders transiting in Xiamen require a visa. 

2. Syrian citizens transiting in Guangzhou are not eligible for the 24-hour visa-free 
transit. 
  

What are the port restrictions? 
Though a majority of international airports in China opt in the 24-hour TWOV, 
passengers transiting through the following airports all need a visa no matter how 
long the layover is. 
• Fuzhou Changle Airport 
• Huangshan Tunxi Airport 
• Mudanjiang Hailang Airport 
• Yanji Chaoyangchuan Airport 
 
Besides, in Urumqi Diwopu International Airport, most travelers only enjoy visa-free 



transit for a maximum of 2 hours and  are not allowed to get out of the airport. For 
citizens from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, 
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Turkey and Yemen, 
they have to get a visa in advance. 
 
If transiting in Guangzhou for less than 24 hours, you are able to apply the 24-hour 
TWOV from Guangzhou Baiyun airport instead of its railway stations or other ports of 
entry. That is, only entering and exiting Guangzhou by air, you would be issued the 
24h visa-free transit under qualified travel itinerary. 
  

What is an eligible transit route? 

 
24-hour Direct Transit Rules 

An eligible transit route goes like Country A → China → Country C. 
 
A and C are different countries. Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan can be regarded as A 
or C in this respect. For instance, if a passenger travels like USA – Beijing – Hong 
Kong, there is no doubt that this route qualifies for China 24 hour TWOV. 
 
Generally speaking, the 24-hour visa-free transit allows aliens to have multiple stops 
in China as long as they leave the country within 24 hours, therefore the route USA - 
Beijing - Shanghai - South Korea also counts as eligible. 
  

What are the requirements for TWOV? 
 Passport valid for at least 3 months from the date of entry 
 Onward air, cruise or train ticket with confirmed seat and date 
 Visa for a third country or region (if needed) 

  

Can I get out of the airport during layover? 
Passengers wishing to get out of the restricted transit area to claim luggage, take a 
connecting flight, or do some sightseeing in the city can apply for the 24-hour visa-
free entry permit, which is a stamp or sticker on passport showing the permitted stay 
length. 
  



Apply for 24-hour visa-free entry permit in 4 steps 
 Fill an Arrival/Departure Card at the border inspection counter 
 Get the temporary entry permit stamp or sticker 
 Claim the luggage (if needed) 
 Go through the customs 

  

 

 

 

  

72-Hour Visa-Free Transit in China 
 

The 72-hour visa-free transit policy in China allows air passengers from 53 countries 
to transit and stay for up to 72 hours (3 days) in 18 China cities without a visa. In 
order to facilitate international visitors' short stay in China, the policy is promising to 
be carried out in more and more cities in the future. 
  

 
Transit Service Counter 
in Beijing Capital Airport 

The 72-hour visa-free transit policy in China allows air passengers from 53 countries 
to transit and stay for up to 72 hours (3 days) in 18 China cities without a visa. In 
order to facilitate international visitors' short stay in China, the policy is promising to 
be carried out in more and more cities in the future. 
  

Qualified Countries 
24 Schengen Agreement Countries: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland 
 
15 Other European Countries: Russia, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Cyprus, Bulgaria, 



Romania, Ukraine, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Macedonia 
(FYROM), Albania, Belarus, Monaco 
 
6 American Countries: the United States, Canada, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Chile 
 
2 Oceania Countries: Australia, New Zealand 

6 Asian Countries: Korea, Japan, Singapore, Brunei, United Arab Emirates, Qatar 
  

Cities Enjoying the Policy 
Chongqing, Harbin, Xi'an, Guilin, Changsha 
 
Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Shenyang, Dalian, Nanjing, Hangzhou, Shijiazhuang, 
Qinhuangdao, Chengdu, Wuhan, Xiamen, Qingdao, Kunming - Extended to 144-hour 
Visa-free Transit 
 
Guangzhou - To be extented to 144-hour Visa-free Transit. 
  

Areas Allowed to Stay 
 Cities only with the 72-hour free entry policy: 

Passengers transiting in Guangzhou, or Changsha are allowed to travel in the whole 
province. 

Passengers transiting in Chongqing, Harbin, or Guilin cannot leave the transit city. 

Passengers transiting in Xi'an Xianyang Airport are permitted to travel in Xi'an and 
Xianyang. 

 
 Cities where the 72 hours scheme has been extended to 144-hour transit without 

visa (TWOV): 

Passengers transiting in Shanghai, Zhejiang, or Jiangsu can move around the three 
places. With the implementation of the 144-Hour Visa-Free Transit Policy, they can 
actually stay for as long as 144 hours. 

Passengers transiting in Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei can also move around the three 
places freely for 144 hours. 

Passengers stopping over in Dalian or Shenyang can travel in the whole of Liaoning 
Province. 

Passengers transiting in Chengdu, Kunming, Wuhan or Xiamen cannot leave the 
transit city. 

Passengers transiting in Qingdao are allowed to move freely within the whole 
Shandong Province for 144 hours.  

Conditions for Application 
1. The confirmed seat onward ticket and valid visa to a third country or region (if 
required) are needed for entry. Based on the latest information, the 72 hours starts 



from 00:00 the day following the entry date in almost all the airports, except Beijing 
Airport. For example, if an air passenger arrives in Guangzhou at 08:00 on June 2nd, 
then the latest time for him to leave is 23:59 on June 5. In this case, the actual 
stopover time is more than 72 hours. However, in Beijing, the 72 hours count from 
the scheduled arrival time of the flight. To play on the safe side, passengers are 
recommended to be more conservative and not to exceed the "strict 72 hours" which 
counts from the flights' scheduled arrival time to the departure time. 
 
2. The flights can only stop in one Chinese city, meaning passengers have to enter 
and exit from the same city, except in Shanghai, Zhejiang, and Jiangsu, where the 
144-hour visa-free transit has been implemented. For instance, if a flight lands in Xi'an 
via Beijing, passengers are not able to enjoy the policy. In addition, Hong Kong, Macau 
and Taiwan are regarded as a third region in terms of transit issues. If a flight passes 
USA – Beijing – Hong Kong/Macau/Taiwan, passengers are able to enjoy. 
 
3. Only use flights to transfer in China. Passengers using other vehicles (including 
using flight for single trip) are not eligible to enjoy the policy. 
 
4. Passengers are required to leave from the same airport that they arrive, except in 
Shanghai, Zhejiang and Jiangsu, where they can enter or leave from any port in 
Shanghai, Nanjing Lukou Airport, or Hangzhou Xiaoshan Airport. 

Documents for Application 
 Passport valid for at least 3 months from the date of entry. Actually there are cases 

that some passengers are denied at the immigration counter because the remaining 
validity of their passport is not more than 6 months, so it's better to keep your 
passport valid for at least 6 months to play safe. 

 Visa for a third country or region (if applicable) 
 A full completed Arrival/Departure Card (including name, nationality, passport no., 

visa no. & issuance place, flight no., purpose of visit, date of birth, gender) 
 An onward ticket with confirmed seat are needed 

Procedure 
Inform the airlines when boarding – Fill an Arrival/Departure Card on the flight - Apply 
the 72-hour permit – Claim the luggage – Go through the custom - Leave airport 

 Tips: 

 
Direction Boards for 72-hour Special Counter 



1. It is necessary to inform the airline at check-in, so that they can declare your 
request to the airport custom before landing. Passengers transiting via Beijing Capital 
International Airport can apply for this free transit permit after arrival. 
 
2. There is a special counter/lane for the 72-hour free transit at the immigration, so 
passengers can go there directly by following the signs. For example, the immigration 
channels 2 to 4 are for 72-hour TWOV passengers in Guangzhou Baiyun International 
Airport. 
 
3. After the request to enjoy the 72-hour China TWOV is approved, the officer will 
stamp a stay permit on your passport. The duration of stay is written on the passport. 
Remember to tell the officer that one wants to use the 72-hour free transit if he/she 
already has a valid visa for China. 
 
4. After leaving the airport, remember to register at local police station within 24 hours 
of arrival if one wants to stay over 24 hours. Those who live with family or friends 
need to go to register in person at the police station with relatives or friends. Those 
who live in hotels do not need to go, because the hotels will do it for the guests. 
 
5. If visitors are unable to depart on time due to unavoidable reasons, such as flight 
cancellation or treatment of sudden disease, they need to apply for a visa from 
Municipal Public Security Bureau (PSB). Otherwise, tourists cannot apply for an 
extension of stay. 

Difference between 72-Hour Visa-Free Transit and 24-Hour Visa-Free Transit 
Direct Transit within 24 hours is available for any nationality passenger and it is 
applicable to any vehicle, while the 72-hour Free Transit is only possible for 
passengers from designated countries and requires to transit in the airport. 
 

 

 

 

 



144-Hour Visa-Free Transit in China 
China's 144-hour visa-free transit policy is carried out in Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, 
Liaoning, Chengdu, Xiamen, Qingdao, Wuhan, and Kunming as well as Beijing, Tianjin 
and Hebei, to facilitate international travelers. It allows passengers from 53 countries 
or regions to transit in either Shanghai-Jiangsu-Zhejiang region, Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei 
region, Liaoning Province or Chinese cities of Chengdu, Xiamen, Qingdao, Wuhan, and 
Kunming for no more than 144 hours (6 days) without holding a visa. 
 

 Guangdong is likely to implement the 144-hour visa-free transit as well. 

Who can enjoy China 144-hour visa exemption? - List of 53 Qualified Countries 

 
China 144-hour visa sample 
 24 Schengen Agreement Countries: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, 

Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland 
 
 15 Other European Countries: Russia, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Cyprus, 

Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Macedonia (FYROM), Albania, Belarus, Monaco 
 
 6 American Countries: the United States, Canada, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Chile 

 
 2 Oceania Countries: Australia, New Zealand 

 
 6 Asian Countries: Korea, Japan, Singapore, Brunei, United Arab Emirates, Qatar 

 
* The same as countries enjoying 72-Hour Visa-Free Transit. 



What is an eligible transit route? 

A → B: one of the allowed areas in Mainland China → C 

 

 A and C should be different countries or regions out of Mainland China. 
* Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan can be the Destination A or C, so the route "UK-
Shanghai-Hong Kong" is acceptable as the typical route "US-Hangzhou-Japan". 
 

 B refers to only one of the following three areas in China, and you cannot have a 
cross-area visa-free tour among the three: 

1. Shanghai, Jiangsu, and Zhejiang 
2. Beijing, Tianjin, and Hebei 
3. Liaoning 
 

 Key point: The international flights flying in and out of China – from A to B and 
from B to C – should be non-stop, without a stopover anywhere in Mainland China. 
 

 Eg: 
×  UK – Guangzhou – Shanghai - Hong Kong 
×  US – Beijing – Shanghai - France 
Note: Both of Beijing and Shanghai are eligible for this policy, but you can only have 
one between the original country and the third country. 
 
√  US – Dalian - South Korea 
√  Singapore – Shanghai – Hangzhou - Malaysia 
Note: Shanghai and Hangzhou (provincial capital of Zhejiang) are within one visa-free 
area. 
  



In which Chinese cities can I get a visa exemption for 144 hours? 
1. Shanghai, Jiangsu and Zhejiang 

 

 Shanghai:  All air, sea and railway ports, including Pudong Airport, Hongqiao Airport, 
Shanghai Port International Cruise Terminal, Wusong Passenger Transport Center and 
all railway stations. 
 
 Hangzhou of Zhejiang:  Hangzhou Xiaoshan Airport 

 
 Nanjing of Jiangsu:  Nanjing Lukou Airport 

  

Entry and Exit Ports 
Passengers can enter and leave from any of the above ports. Eg: One can take a cruise 
to Shanghai and leave by air from Hangzhou or Nanjing. 
  

Areas Allowed to Stay 
Passengers can move around Shanghai, Jiangsu and Zhejiang. If one have to go to 
other cities or can't leave within 144 hours, he/she should go to a nearby Public 
Security Bureau to apply for a visa. 
 
See more about 144-Hour Visa-Free Transit in Shanghai, Jiangsu, and Zhejiang 
  

2. Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei 
 Beijing: Capital International Airport, Beijing West Railway Station 

 
 Tianjin: Binhai International Airport, Tianjin International Cruise Home Port 

 
 Shijiazhuang of Hebei: Zhengding International Airport 

 
 Qinghuangdao of Hebei: Qinhuangdao Port 

Passengers are allowed to enter and exit from any of these ports and move around 
the three places. 



 
See more about 144-Hour Visa-Free Transit in Beijing, Tianjin, and Hebei 
  

3. Liaoning Province 
 Dalian: Zhoushuizi International Airport 

 
 Shenyang: Taoxian International Airport 

Passengers are allowed to enter and exit from either of the two ports and move around 
the whole province. 
 
See more about 144-Hour Visa-Free Transit in Liaoning 
  

4. Chengdu: Shuangliu International Airport 
See more about 144-hour Visa-free Transit in Chengdu 
  

5. Xiamen: Gaoqi International Airport and sea ports 
See more about 144-hour Visa-free Transit in Xiamen 
  

6. Wuhan: Tianhe International Airport 
See more about 144-hour Visa-free Transit in Wuhan  
  

7. Kunming: Changshui International Airport 
See more about 144-hour Visa-free Transit in Kunming 
  

8. Qingdao: Liuting International Airport and sea ports 
Passengers are permitted to stay in the whole Shandong Province. 

See more about 144-hour Visa-free Transit in Qingdao 
  

9. Guangdong - coming soon 
 The 144-Hour Visa-Free Transit in Guangdong is just about to take effect, and 

passengers will be allowed to enter via Guangzhou Airport, Shenzhen Airport, or 
Jieyang Airport, and travel within Guangdong Province. 
 
Other Cities Promissing to Adopt the Scheme: Chongqing, Xi'an 

How do I request the 144-hour TWOV China: transit without visa? 
 6 Steps to Apply for 144-Hour Visa-Free Transit: 

1.  Inform the carrier when boarding 
2.  Fill an Arrival/Departure Card 
3.  Apply for the 144-hour visa-free stay permit upon arrival 
4.  Claim the luggage 
5.  Go through the customs 
6.  Leave the airport 



 Note for Step 3: 

Upon arrival, find the 144-hour visa-free counter at the immigration inspection to 
apply for the entry permit, which will be stamped on your passport indicating the 
allowed stay time. Remember to tell the officer if you have a visa for China but don't 
want to use it this time. 

Documents Needed for Application 
1. Passport valid for at least 3 months from the date of entry 

 

2. Ticket to a third country with confirmed seat and date 

 



3. Fully completed Arrival/Departure Card 

 

* Prepare a valid visa if the third country or region in your plan requires. 
  

How to count the layover time of 144 hours? 
It counts from 00:00 of the day following passengers' arrival. That is to say, the 
allowed time to stay is actually longer than 144 hours. 

Eg: If one arrives at 6:00 am on July 1, the layover time counts from 00:00 of July 2 
and the passenger should hold a ticket with the scheduled departure time before 23:59 
of July 7. In this case, the allowed stay period is 162 hours in maximum. 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 


